Clark College Goes Global
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In fall 2014, Clark College welcomed its largest-ever class of

international students, many of whom will be participating in
International Education Week.

On November 17, Clark College hosts its seventh celebration of
International Education Week. But in many ways, Clark’s
celebration began months earlier, with the launching of its
new Intensive English Language Program (IELP) at the beginning
of this fall quarter.

This program replaces the college’s former English as a Non-
Native Language program, which focused solely on the upper
levels of pre-college English. The IELP offers intensive
English-language instruction, but broadens the curriculum to
also include lessons about American culture and U.S.
educational expectations. This approach better prepares
international students to succeed at Clark and other American
institutions of higher education. It also allows them to be
admitted at Clark without submitting an English-proficiency
test, as was previously required. As a result, 90 new
international students enrolled in the IELP for fall quarter,
bringing Clark’s total international enrollment to a record-
setting 213 students from 29 different countries.

“Instituting an open admission policy that does not require
the submission of a standardized English proficiency test
allows Clark to compete with other community colleges and
English language programs in the region that also offer open
admissions,” says Director of International Programs Jane
Walster. “It also allows the college to recruit from a larger
pool of prospective students around the world, not just those
students with specific standardized test scores.”
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International Student Recruitment & Outreach Manager Jody
Shulnak says Clark’s adaptation of the IELP has helped her
attract students during her international recruitment trips,
which have included countries like China, Vietnam and Japan in
the last year alone.
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International students enjoy
strong support at Clark, as
well as field trips to local
attractions like the Vista
House in the Columbia Gorge.

“Clark offers comprehensive support services for international
students, which I believe really sets us apart in the region,”
says Shulnak. “We also have strong university partnerships
that provide students with a seamless pathway to earn their
bachelor’s degree in the U.S.”

Brazilian student Paulo Giacomelli says he has appreciated his
experience at Clark. “The atmosphere at Clark College 1is
great,” he says. “It made it easier for me to attend classes,
get involved in activities, and be successful.”

With its strengthened support for international students and
frequent events that, like International Education Week, allow
those students to share their respective cultures with the
Clark community, the college is growing more and more global
with each year. Currently, the college’s goal is to achieve an
international student population of 300.

“When students from other countries decide to study at Clark,
the entire community benefits,” says Shulnak. “It is an
exciting learning opportunity for everyone.”

“As global and local become more intertwined, we must all
engage in the process of understanding our own culture and
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those of our neighbors at home and abroad,” adds Walster.

This year’s International Education Week events include
presentations by international students about their home
cultures, an exhibition by international students and
international nonprofits, and screenings of films with
international flavor. Visit the event’s web page for a full
schedule of events.
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