
Expanding Our Future

President Knight welcomes guests to his 2015 State of the
College Address.

“Over the past year, we have seen many successes and we have
seen many things that seemed like a dream or a far-off vision
come to fruition.” So began President Bob Knight’s 2015 State
of the College Address, held January 15 in Gaiser Student
Center, in a speech full of hope and celebration.

As President Knight pointed out, there was much to celebrate:
the successful completion of the Clark College Foundation’s
capital  campaign,  the  beginning  of  the  long-delayed
construction of a new STEM building, the introduction of the
college’s  first-ever  bachelor’s  degree,  the  acquisition  of
land for a new North County campus, the expansion of services
in the Columbia Gorge, and much more.

Left to right, Clark College
Foundation CEO and President
Lisa  Gibert,  Bernice  and
Hank  Boschma,  and  Clark
College President Bob Knight
at  the  2015  State  of  the
College Address.

Regarding the North County campus, Knight noted that Hank and
Bernice Boschma were sitting in the audience and thanked them
publicly for the donation of land that made the North Campus
location possible. Knight also announced that there would be a
public monument on the new campus that told the story of the
Boschma Family, who moved to Ridgefield from the Netherlands
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and began a successful dairy farm.

“As we look to North County we are inspired by what the
Boschma  family  created  and  we  are  looking  for  the  next
opportunities that will allow people to live, be successful,
and contribute to the community of Southwest Washington,” he
said. “That is why we are looking at Clark College at Boschma
Farms as a possible center for advanced manufacturing and
medical programs.”

Knight also took the opportunity to unveil the final draft of
the college’s 2015-2020 Strategic Plan, which is undergoing a
final round of public feedback before being presented to the
college’s Board of Trustees for approval. “A key change from
our old Strategic Plan is that we don’t just want to be a
place that welcomes students in,” he explained. “We want to be
a  learning  college  where  people  come  and  complete  their
educational goals.”

President Knight thanks 99-
year old professor emeritus
and  WWII  veteran  John
Deurwaarder for his service
to  the  college  and  the
country.

As is his tradition during the State of the College, Knight
also  awarded  Presidential  Coins  to  exceptional  staff  and
faculty members in honor of their service. Early during his
address, he also presented a coin to Professor Emeritus John
Deurwaarder, who celebrates his 100th birthday in May.

At the end of his address, President Knight urged guests to
make  sure  others  know  about  the  future  plans  and  current
accomplishments at the college. “You’re here because you care
about Clark College and you care about our community,” he
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said. “You need to help tell the story about this wonderful
asset in our community.”

 

See more photos from the State of the College on Flickr.
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