
The  gift  of  friendship  and
trees

Members of the Clark community help plant a Yoshino cherry
tree at the 2018 Arbor Day celebration. Left to right: US
Forest  Service  officer  Dave  Olson;  International  Programs
director Jane Walster; Clark College president Bob Knight; and
Clark College trustee Royce Pollard.

On April 11, Clark College celebrated tree planting and care
at the annual Arbor Day celebration. Led by Clark College
International  Programs  director  Jane  Walster,  the  ceremony
took place on the northeast corner of Fort Vancouver Way and
McLoughlin Boulevard.

The theme of this year’s event was “The Gift of Friendship.”
At the ceremony, Clark trustee and former mayor of Vancouver
Royce Pollard announced the gift of 200 new Somei Yoshino
flowering cherry trees donated by Tatsuo Ito of SEH America, a
Japanese manufacturing company in Vancouver. The new cherry
trees—along with the 100 Shirofugen cherry trees donated more
than 25 years ago—act as symbols of the college’s enduring
friendship with Japan.

President Bob Knight accepts
the  Tree  Campus  USA  award
from  U.S.  Forest  Service
officer  Dave  Olson.

According to Tim Carper, a member of the Campus Tree Advisory
Committee, 100 of the donated trees were planted prior to the
ceremony, including 20 trees at Clark’s Columbia Tech Center
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location, and the college is determining where the remaining
100 trees will be planted.

At the ceremony Clark College was also awarded with the Arbor
Day Foundation’s Tree Campus USA designation for the eighth
consecutive  year.  Dave  Olson  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service
presented the award to Clark College president Bob Knight.

The Arbor Day celebration concluded with a ceremonial planting
of one of the Yoshino cherry trees donated by Ito.
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Stating the case for trees

Members  of  the  community  help  plant  a  Black  Hills  Spruce
during Clark College’s 2016 Arbor Day celebration. Left to
right:  Campus  Tree  Advisory  Committee  member  Jim  Wasden,
Director  of  Facilities  Services  Tim  Petta,  retired
groundskeeper Skip Jimerson, Vice President of Administrative
Services Bob Williamson, and Washington State Forester Aaron
Everett.

On April 13, Clark College celebrated nature at its annual
Arbor Day event and tree planting.

The event, which was free and open to the public, featured the
addition of a Black Hills Spruce to the campus’s beautiful 90-
acre arboretum. This was just the most recent effort by the
college to include all 50 state trees in the campus arboretum:
The Black Hills Spruce is the official state tree of South
Dakota. With the addition of this tree, the arboretum contains
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trees representing 40 states.

Starts  of  several  more  state  trees  were  present  at  the
ceremony;  these  donations  are  still  too  young  to  plant
outdoors, but will be tended in the college’s greenhouse until
they  are  ready  to  take  their  respective  places  in  the
arboretum.

Left  to  right:  Campus
Tree  Advisory  Committee
member  Tim  Carper,
retired  groundskeeper
Skip  Jimerson,  and
Facilities  Services
employee  (and  Skip’s
wife)  Lori  Jimerson.

The event took place at the southeast corner of the Frost Arts
Center, near the north end of the Royce E. Pollard Japanese
Friendship Garden. Jim Wasden, a retired member of the U.S.
Forest Service and current member of the Clark College Campus
Tree Advisory Committee, gave the keynote speech. Recently
retired groundskeeper Skip Jimerson, who was instrumental in
Clark’s efforts to include all 50 state trees, returned to
campus to participate in the event and ceremonially shovel
dirt onto the new tree.

The  event  featured  the  presentation  by  Washington  State
Forester  Aaron  Everett  of  the  college’s  Tree  Campus  USA
designation by the Arbor Day Foundation for the sixth year in
a row. Tree Campus USA colleges must meet rigorous standards
in five separate areas to earn this designation.

The arboretum can be explored online at trees.clark.edu, which
features  an  interactive,  mobile-friendly  map  to  view  the
locations of and access descriptions for most trees on campus.
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This includes a six-decade-old Scarlet Oak and the campus’s
iconic Shirofugen blossoming cherry trees, the latter of which
are  celebrated  each  year  at  the  college’s  annual  Sakura
Festival.
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Clark  Adopts  the  Gold
Standard

Clark’s efforts to conserve water during a statewide drought
have led to the grass looking a little more parched than
usual.

This summer, visitors to the main campus may have noticed a
change  in  its  normally  lush  landscape.  The  grass,  which
usually blankets the campus in emerald green, has been looking
a little, well, thirsty of late. Dry. Brown. Dead, possibly?

Far from it, assures Clark College Director of Facilities
Services Tim Petta. He explains that the college is simply
responding  to  Washington  Governor  Jay  Inslee’s  May  15
declaration  of  a  statewide  drought.

“Clark College is doing its part to reduce irrigation use to
the least amount of water possible during this difficult water
resource time,” says Petta. “We are trying different shortened
watering schedules to use the least amount of water, while
still keeping the grass alive.”

According to the Washington Department of Ecology, almost 80
percent  of  the  state’s  rivers  and  streams  are  running  at
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below-normal levels–and 38 percent of them at record lows.
Meanwhile, mountain snowpacks are down to 16 percent of their
normal levels, and the Washington Department of Agriculture is
projecting a $1.2 billion crop loss this year as a result of
the drought.

While the college does not rely on a municipal source for
irrigation water, it does pull that water from an underground
aquifer that is also used to provide municipal water locally.
So the college decided to do what it could to slow its drain
on a community resource, says Petta.

The  irrigation  changes  should  not  affect  the  college’s
landmark arboretum, which has earned the college Tree Campus
USA status from the Arbor Day Foundation for five years in a
row.  Trees’  deep  roots  can  withstand  drought  better  than
smaller, more delicate plants.

Nor will the changes prevent the college’s beloved Andersen
Fountain from flowing again in a few weeks once scheduled
repairs have been made to it. The fountain operates on a
“closed loop” system that recycles the water, meaning it can
continue  to  surprise  guests  and  delight  children  without
affecting the state’s limited water reserves.

Introducing the “Green Clark”
Web Page

Clark recently launched a new “Green Clark” web area to make
it  easier  to  share  and  learn  about  environmental
sustainability  at  the  college.
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Attention, Green Penguins! Now there’s a great new way to
learn and share information about events and resources at
Clark College that support environmental sustainability. The
college’s new Green Clark web page was recently launched to
help centralize information for everyone–employees, students,
and community alike–interested in knowing about options Clark
offers to be more environmentally responsible.

To  add  a  keyword  to  your
event, simply add it in the
“Search  Keyword”  field  in
the online form on ClarkNet.
(Click image to enlarge.)

Are you organizing an event that you think belongs on the
Green Clark page? It’s easy to add it to the page’s calendar
feed. Just add the keyword “greenclark” (all one word, all
lower-case) to the “Search Keyword” field of your listing on
the online Events Calendar. (See highlighting in the image to
the left.)

As a refresher, any Clark employee can add an event to the
college’s online Events Calendar through ClarkNet. Once logged
into ClarkNet, simply select “Tools” from the main menu, then
scroll down to “College Calendar” and select “Add Events.”
Once you’ve filled out the simple form, your event will be
added to the college’s main online calendar, where it will be
accessible to anyone visiting the website and will appear on
the clark.edu home page when it becomes one of the two closest
upcoming events on the calendar.

If you’ve already created an event that you think belongs on
the Green Clark page, it’s easy to add the “greenclark” search
term to your event–all you have to do is log into ClarkNet,
select  “Tools,”  and  then  under  “College  Calendar”  select
“Update/Delete Event.”
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